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Starrow Says Fuel

U. §. COAL IN BGYPT;
NEW ENGLAND SHY

Regula-
tions of Government Are
Useless,

EMBARGO

Relief for

DEMANDS AN

Sees Ameriean

- Manufacturers When Sup-

ply Ts Conserved.

That the rallroads of Egypt arc belng
run on American coal while one road in
this country haa been reduced to bopging
and borrowlng coal from' the reserve
stocks of manufacturers along its route
and mnother has been qonfiscating conl
in transit over Ita lines wns a feature
of the testimony on the coal sltuntion
glven yesterday by James J. Blorrow,
Btate Fuel Administrator of Massnchu-
setts and during the war Federal Fuel
Adminlstrator for the New England dis-
trict, before the Senate Special Commit-
tee on Reconstruction and Production,

Polnting out that the competitive hid-
ding of ferelgn governments has almost
driven New England from Ita ordinary

sourcie of supply-—the Went Virg nla
flelds by water vla Hampton Rokds—
and that the manufacturers and rall

ronds In the Northeast have thus been
forced to compete with other States In
the Pennsyivania flelds, thereby ralsing
pricen  everywhere, he recommended

drastic governmental actlon In  these
ends—ellmination of the domestic conl
speculator and stringent restrictions on
exporta,

Ravival of the Fuel Administration
would be a sure and efMclent method of
ironing out the present diMeculties, he
told newspapermen. The difMculties did
niot exist when that body functioned, he
mald.

Finds Rullngs Uselens,

Recent rullngs of the Interstate Come-
merce Commission designed to give re-
Hef to the New England aren, particu-
larly ruling No, 7. reserving for coal
transportation  exclusively all  "open
top” cars east of the Missiseippl River,
he testined, “have not {mproved the sit-
untion." The ruling In June, known as
No, 6, worded as “glving prilorits and
preference in the supply of cars™ to
New England, he described as “of no
earthly use'

“We thought that what, we swuere get-
ting was an allotment of cirs for New
England. which we could take to the
miners and ask them ta M1 he #ald
“But when the commisslon was asked
for an Interpretation It sald the order
did not mean the ability to asslgn oarp™

Mr Storrow's testimony was glven in
the Engineering Socleties Bullding, 25
West Thirty-ninth street, where Senator
William M. Calder of New York. chalre
mun of the mpecial Senate commlittes,
has opened a serles of hearings. Though
engnged primarily in attempting to solve
the housing problem, he sald, preliml-
nary Investigations had shown that the
transportation of bullding materinls wis
greatly hampered by the priority belng
given to coal, hence the committes’s de-
sire to see M the conl situation could
not be remedied In some other way than
hy bampering other Indeatries,
“Hardly leaw startling than Mr, -Stor-
row's testimony about forelgn govern-
mental rallroads being run on Amerlean
coul wns his reading of &n advertise-
ment from n newspaper in Rome, [taly,
This was of the Colllery Investing Trust,
Ltd, u British concern, offering for im-
mediate shipment anywhere in the world
10,000 000 tons of American coal

Hince all restrictions on the exporta-
tion of conl were removed on Arpll 1
of this year. Mr. Storrow testified, Lthe
exporta have baen runping at a rate of
20,000,000 tons a year, while the highest
yearly exportation in any previous year
was 9,100,000 tons

Production so far this year has been
but 10 per cent, leas than that of 101§,
the country's récord year, he testified,
and the productive capacity of the ox-
|sting mines |8 greater than thoe country
can burn. But while this flood of ex-
ported conl Is growing In volume, “a
million coal cars"™ will not relleve the
domestic sRuntlon, he asserted, at least
as regards the New England region.

New England Is Short.

After emphasizing how New Eng-
land's conl deflciencies affect the rest
of the country through Its fallure to get
ita supply through the normil channel
at Hampton Roads, amd its Invasion of
the common Pennsylvanin market, My
Storrow teatiflod:

“Faw people realize the difficulles of
gotting supplies into New England in the
winter as fast nn we burn the coml. The
raflroads are accustomed to and must
store thelr reserves in summer.  But
now thelr reserves are the lowest 1 ever
remember and they are running practl-
cally on & day to day basis,

phe ralivond borrowing coal In the
Maine Central, that State’'s main artery.
And If It broke down the State would
have had to go back to the days of
stages, The rond which conflscated coal
in June—I don't know whether It still
does #o or not—Is the New York, New
Haven and Hartford,

“In April 1,500,000 tons were shipped
for Hampton Roads. Of these 1.500,-
000 went across the wiater Lo Hritieh
possessions, Italy, Belgium, Argentine
and other countries—England horself
has limited her exporia to one-third
what they were before the war—and of
the remainder New England got about

450,000 tonm, or Mttle more thun hadf
Ity needs
“Now [t Is impossible to lump any

more coal into ships at Hampto~ Ronds,
Forelgn governments have bousht tdo
much of our plers there and too many
errs. The only remedy is restriction of
CXPorin.

“The recent act of Congress Khees
the Interstate Commerce Commisaion
lronder powors thnn ever before. We
are advisd by counsel that It has” the
power to declave 4 conl embaran, and 1t
peems to me that [t hax not only the
right but the duty to do so.”

Senutor Calder questioned Mi. Btorrow
closely about the affect the notivities of
speculators have on the coul £ltpation

# Though many New England coal users

Have contracts for thele neads at $4.50
n ton or thereabouts, Mr. Storrow testi-
fied, they are unable to get deliveries
on thelr contructs. Buat If they go to the
mines and are willing to pay from $11 to
$17 a ton for “spot” coal, they can got
it without extreme trouble From a
“falr price” of 31.25 n ton before the

ar, the price of coul at the minas has
risen to a $12 average, ut Humpton
Roads, New Englanders have had to bid
$17 and then have often lost their des
rired shipment by a higher bid from a
forelgn government, and only last week
a whola shipload of coal in Boston Har-

bor sold for §23 a ton, he testified. Talk- |,

Ing 25 cents as a "falr profit” on the
avernge prewar price, and §11L.50 as an
average price to-day, he sald, this meana
the profits have Increased 2,800 per cent.

R2,187,000 fer Brooklyn Docks.

F. H. La Guardia, President of the
Board of Aldermen, called a  epecial
meeting of tha hoard yvesterday for next
Monday for the purposs of concurrl
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